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SOME QUESTIONS ANSWERED
Friends have sent me two newspaper cuttings criticiz-
ing my appeal to the jews. The two critics suggest that in
presenting non-violence to the Jews as a remedy agiuist
the wrong done to them I have suggested nothing new,
and that they have been practising non-violence for tlie
past two thousand years. Obviously, so far as these critics
are concerned, I did not make my meaning clear. The
Jews, so fur as I know, have never practised non-viol>uice
as an. article of faith or even as a deliberate policy. Indeed,
it is a stigma against them that their ancestors crucified
Jesus. Are they not supposed to believe in eye for an
eve and tooth for a tooth? Have they no violence in their
hearts for their oppressors ? Do they not want the so-called
democratic powers to punish Germany for her persecution
and to deliver them from oppression? If they do, there is
no non-violence in their hearts, Their non-violence, if* it
may be so called, is of the helpless and the weak.
What I have pleaded for is renunciation of' violence
of the heart and consequent active exercise of the force '
generated by the great renunciation. One of the critics &ays
that favourable public opinion is necessary for the work-
ing of non-violence. The writer is evidently thinking of
passive resistance conceived as a weapon of the weak. I
have drawn a distinction between passive resistance of the
weak and active non-violent resistance of the strong. The
latter can and does work in the teeth of the fiercest opposi-
tion. But it ends in evoking the widest public sympathy,
SufFering of the non-violent have been known to melt the
stoniest hearts. I make bold to say that, if the Jews can
summon to their aid the soul power that comes only from
non-violence, Herr Hitler will bow before the courage
which he has never yet experienced in any large measure
in his dealings with men, and which, when it is exhibited,
he will own, is infinitely superior to that shown by his best
storm troopers. The exhibition of such  courage is only
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